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Highest level of environmental assessment for Stage 3

About the project
Bunbury’s waterfront is being 
transformed into an exciting 
destination for locals and visitors to 
enjoy, and a place for industry and 
business to prosper. All this, side-by-
side with waterways that support a 
vibrant ecosystem of marine fauna. 

Since the initial visions for the 
State Government’s Transforming 
Bunbury’s Waterfront (TBW) project 
were unveiled to a supportive public 
in 2015, the multi-stage project has 
steadily made the leap from blueprint 
to reality. The Dolphin Discovery 
Centre has been expanded 
and upgraded, the Koombana 
Foreshore redeveloped and the 
Jetty Road Causeway upgraded. 
In transforming underused areas 
of waterfront between Casuarina 
Drive and Koombana Bay into 
thriving destinations, new life has 
been breathed into the city. This has 
produced community and economic 
benefits that will be enjoyed for many 
years to come. 

Bunbury is poised for further 
transformation in the next stage of 
the project. 

Stage 3 – Phase 1 of the TBW 
project will deliver sheltered water 
and land side infrastructure to 
support recreational boating and 
marine industries. Priority works 
are focused on the delivery of two 
major coastal structures, being 
the new breakwaters at Casuarina 
Boat Harbour and Koombana Bay. 
The existing groyne separating the 
main Koombana Bay beach from 
the Koombana Bay Sailing Club will 
be upgraded and extended to form 
the new breakwater to support the 
proposed multi-club marina facility at 
Koombana Bay. The highest level of 
environmental review has been set 
for this stage. 

Preparing for the next 
waterfront transformation
Bunbury’s waterways are among its 
best assets – and it is important to 
ensure any development protects 
the natural environment and enviable 
waterfront lifestyle locals and visitors 
enjoy. Stage 3 of Transforming 
Bunbury’s Waterfront needs to 

receive environmental approvals 
and meet environmental approval 
conditions to go ahead. 

In preparing for this stage, an 
environmental impact assessment 
and review process was formally 
initiated in 2015. 

The purpose of this process has 
been to identify all potential impacts 
from the construction and operation 
of the Koombana Bay marine-based 
structures proposed for Stage 3. 

The South West Development 
Commission (SWDC) is the lead 
agency while the Department of 
Transport (DoT) is the delivery 
agency for TBW Stage 3 – Phase 1. 
The two agencies are collaborating 
closely to obtain environmental 
approvals and progress the project 
into design and construction. A 
suite of technical studies is required 
by the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) to complete a 
comprehensive Strategic Public 
Environmental Review.

UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
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Comprehensive 
environmental  
assessment and review
The Koombana Bay marine 
structures proposal is subject to 
an EPA formal level of assessment, 
set at the level of Strategic Public 
Environmental Review. 

Detailed technical studies have 
been carried out as part of the 
comprehensive environmental impact 
assessment process. These include: 

• Coastal processes assessment

• Groundwater assessment  
and model

• Hydrodynamic modelling of 
the marine structures for the 
construction and operation phases 

• Underwater noise modelling 

• Benthic habitat assessment

• Marine sediment and dredge spoil 
sediment sampling

• Koombana Bay and Leschenault 
Inlet marine water quality sampling

• Marine fauna assessment 
which includes the local dolphin 
population

The purpose of these technical 
investigations and predictive 
modelling is to determine the 
potential impacts from the 
construction and operation of the 
marine structures proposals on the 
Koombana Bay marine environment. 

Once complete, the EPA will review 
submitted documentation before 
releasing it for a six-week public 
comment period. 

The EPA will then complete a 
detailed assessment before 
finalising a recommendation to the 
Minister for the Environment on 
whether the Koombana Bay marine 
structures proposal should be given 
environmental approval, and if so, 
what conditions should be applied. 

IN FOCUS 
Marine sediment 
sampling
A potential privately funded    
multi-club marine facility is 
planned for the Koombana Bay 
Sailing Club site. As part of 
planning for this, marine sediment 
sampling was undertaken. The 
purpose of the sampling was to 
determine sediment properties 
and the potential of the dredge 
spoil to be recycled for onshore 
reclamation earthworks. 

DID YOU KNOW?
During the Jetty Road 

Causeway Upgrade 
component of Transforming 

Bunbury’s Waterfront, 
contractors were required 

to stop work when spotters 
identified a dolphin near or 

within the 100m buffer zone. 

Bunbury’s environment, including its marine 
fauna, is important – and we want to protect it.

UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW


